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2016 Annual Report to the Site Community

Site Context and Highlights
Miltaburra Area School caters for children from preschool to Year 12. Our students come from small rural and coastal
communities on the West Coast of South Australia. Our closest town is Wirrulla, 22km to the east. Students travel to
school by bus. Our school has well-designed and resourced buildings and extensive grounds. We have an engaged and
supportive school community and we work together to promote the school values of Responsibility, Respect and
Persistence.
Our Site Improvement Plan in 2016 has 4 key focus areas: numeracy, digital technologies, intellectual
challenge and our school values. These priorities also reflect the key focus areas of the Far West partnership
of which Miltaburra is a member. Miltaburra has been involved in several professional learning opportunities throughout
2016 focused on our our site priorities. Our learning and commitment are evident in the academic results that have been
achieved this year. Our students have performed well in all standard assessments, and continued to demonstrate
optimism, flexibility and creativity at a very high level. It is great to work with such positive, enthusiastic and engaged
learners.
2016 has seen many highlights at Miltaburra:
This year was our first integrated sports day with Karcultaby Area School. KAS hosted a great day, and it will be our turn
next year. Our students also went on to perform extremely well at Interschool winning several age division medals.
2016 saw the 3D printer and CAD design software being used within the design and technology curriculum. In 2017, as
a part of the Primary 3D printer project, we will build on this in 2017 and explore the opportunities this technology brings
across all curriculum areas.
It has been a busy year with camps, sleepovers and plenty of excursions, including our trip to see The Endeavour at
Port Lincoln. We also had many visitors to the school, extending students’ learning opportunities. These included The
Australian Ballet and Dr Dean Hutton.
There were several Kids Matter days where parents, friends and families attended the school supporting student
learning and engagement in their education. The value of parent involvement in education is well known, and watching
the excitement of our students as they proudly showcase their work demonstrates vividly the importance of families
engaging with their children’s education.
The staff at Miltaburra have again demonstrated their commitment to our students and their success. They work hard
and demonstrate reflection, dedication and drive to improve the education outcomes for our students. I thank them all for
their passion.
Finally, I would like to acknowledge the incredible behaviour and attitude to learning of the students here at Miltaburra.
They are a credit to the community.
2016 has been an exciting year at Miltaburra Area School and I am privileged to have been a part of it.

Karen Stokes
Principal
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Governing Council Report
One topic that has often been discussed at Council Meetings over the years is Buses. Our students can spend a long
time on the bus each day just to get to school. This year we had a win! A grant application was submitted to Variety –
The Children’s Charity for a Sunshine Coach. Mid- year we received a fantastic Sunshine Coach which is currently being
used one day per week on a direct route between Miltaburra and Smoky Bay. On this day the Smoky Bay Students are
spending an hour less on the bus, and that makes a difference to students and their families. Ideally, we would like to
run this service full time, however as the Department of Education do not provide us with any funding to run this service,
we rely upon fundraising to make this possible and at this stage we can only afford to run it 1 day per week. We would
need $40,000 per annum to run the bus full time. A big thank you to Variety and to Miltaburra Area School who
supported the application with a donation of $10,000 towards the bus.
A focus for the Council this year has been the lack of quality internet at our school. The Department provides all schools
with an internet service, using Telstra as the provider. Our service has never been satisfactory. We only have 20GB of
internet access for staff and students. This service drops out and needs to be restarted regularly. Clearly this is not good
enough. Staff are downloading lesson plans at home and students are compromised by this substandard service.
We have been lobbying the Minister of Education and Local Members to try and get a solution to this issue. On Monday
19th December Mark Slattery, Peter Treloar and I will be meeting with 3 Executives from the Department of Education
and with the Minister’s advisor to discuss long term solutions for our school. In the interim the school has installed an
NBN connection which is being paid for out of our own funds. This provides us with 150gb per month – however the
service itself is not trouble free and is only a short term solution. We will actively continue to pursue this issue until we
have a satisfactory outcome.
Finally I would like to mention that the Governing Council this year voted to change the way we communicate with
parents and community members. We will no longer be using the phone tree and instead will be sending group text
messages or emails when needed. If we do not receive confirmation that our communications have been received we
will follow up with phone calls. This is a far more time efficient way of communicating. As always parents and community
members are able to talk to any member of the Council about any concerns or items they would like to have addressed.
Looking forward to another great year at Miltaburra School in 2017.
Kylie Watson
Chairperson
MAS Governing Council.
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Quality Improvement Planning (Preschool)
Actions towards meeting QIP goals 2016
Planned for including maths and science in play based learning including cooking and imaginative play opportunities.
Implemented explicit strategies for problem solving and modeling appropriate strategies to resolve issues.
Implemented deliberate opportunities to model persistence within the daily activities.
Sourced feedback from parents through the early years committee.
Deliberate planning for challenge within the daily activities.
Commenced policy review.
Updated enrolment package.
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Improvement Planning and Outcomes (School)
Our site improvement plan was developed following a self review process at the end of 2015. There are 4 key focus
areas, and the following summarises our progress towards achieving these targets during 2016.
DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES
Targets and Outcomes
• Digital technologies are integrated into all curriculum areas
Ongoing progress - engagement in 3D printer project in 2017 will drive this target
• Teachers are confident to adapt and integrate technologies across the curriculum
Ongoing improvement through professional development in house. Improved internet access will improve this outcome
area
• Teachers participate in shared planning, learning and observations to improve practice
Program sharing and collaboration occured in 2016 and will be further extended through the 3D printer project in 2017
• iPads and 3D printer purchased and in use
Completed
NUMERACY
Targets and Outcomes
• Students achieve SEA benchmarks
NAPLAN numeracy SEA achievement - 100%
PAT-M SEA achievement 96.5%
• WS numeracy agreement exists and focus areas are agreed and in place
Completed
• Teachers participate in shared planning, learning and observations to improve practice
Completed and Ongoing
• Assessment processes are agreed and operational.
Completed
• 1:1 intervention program identifies, targets and successfully supports students to achieve at higher levels
Completed and ongoing
INTELLECTUAL CHALLENGE
• Common understandings exist and professional conversations and programs reflect the integration of these ideas
into pedagogical practice
This is an ongoing focus of internal and external professional development activities
• Teachers participate in shared planning, learning and observations to improve practice
This is an ongoing focus of internal and external professional development activities
• Professional learning community continues to identify, discuss and share ideas about the development of intellectual
challenge, growth mindset and executive functions in our students
This is an ongoing focus of internal and external professional development activities

SCHOOL VALUES
• School values are reflected in the curriculum and pedagogy of every class.
Complete
• School values are clear and well understood by staff, students and the community
Complete
• School policy, practice and environment reflects school values
Ongoing
Self Review at the end of 2016 refined our site improvement targets for 2017 to be:
Literacy (writing), Digital Technologies, Pedagogical Shift.
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Performance Summary
NAPLAN Proficiency
The percentage of non-exempt students enrolled in the school at the time of NAPLAN testing, who have
demonstrated achievement in NAPLAN proficiency bands above the National Minimum Standard for Reading
and Numeracy (DECD SEA). The Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) is defined as children and young
people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.

Reading

Data Source: DECD special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings, September
2016.*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less
than six across all cohorts.

Numeracy

Data Source: DECD special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings, September
2016.*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less
than six across all cohorts.
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NAPLAN Progress
The data below represents the growth of students from 2014 to 2016 in the NAPLAN test relative to students
with the same original score, presented in quartiles.

Reading
NAPLAN progression

Year 3-5

Year 5-7

Year 7-9

State (average)

Lower progress group

33%

14%

*

25%

Middle progress group

33%

71%

*

50%

Upper progress group

33%

14%

*

25%

Data Source: DECD special extract from Student DataWarehouse, September 2016.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. Due to rounding of percentages, data may not add up to
100%.

Numeracy
NAPLAN progression

Year 3-5

Year 5-7

Year 7-9

State (average)

Lower progress group

17%

14%

*

25%

Middle progress group

67%

57%

*

50%

Upper progress group

17%

29%

*

25%

Data Source: DECD special extract from Student DataWarehouse, September 2016.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. Due to rounding of percentages, data may not add up to
100%.

NAPLAN Upper Two Bands Achievement
This measure shows the number of non-exempt students enrolled at the time of NAPLAN testing who have demonstrated
achievement in the relevant NAPLAN higher bands.

No. of students who sat No. of students achieving in % of students achieving in
the test
the upper two bands
the upper two bands**
Reading

Numeracy

Reading

Numeracy

Reading

Numeracy

Year 3 2016

*

*

*

*

*

*

Year 3 2014-16 Average

*

*

*

*

*

*

Year 5 2016

6

6

0

0

0%

0%

Year 5 2014-16 Average

*

*

*

*

*

*

Year 7 2016

7

7

0

0

0%

0%

Year 7 2014-16 Average

*

*

*

*

*

*

Year 9 2016

*

*

*

*

*

*

Year 9 2014-16 Average

*

*

*

*

*

*

Data Source: DECD special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2016.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.
**NOTE: Percentages have been rounded off to the nearest whole number.
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South Australian Certificate of Education - SACE
SACE Stage 2 Grades ʹPercentage of grades that are C- or above
for attempted SACE subjects (SEA).
2014

2015

*

*

2016

Data Source: SACE Schools Data reports, extracted January 2016.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.

SACE Stage 2 Grade distribution
Grade

2014

2015

A+

*

*

A

*

*

A-

*

*

B+

*

*

B

*

*

B-

*

*

C+

*

*

C

*

*

C-

*

*

D+

*

*

D

*

*

D-

*

*

E+

*

*

E

*

*

E-

*

*

N

*

*

2016

Data Source: SACE Schools Data reports, extracted January 2016.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. Due to rounding of percentages, data
may not add up to 100%.

SACE Completion - Percentage of completers out of those
students who had the potential to complete their SACE that
year.
2014

2015

*

*

2016

Data Source: SACE Schools Data reports, extracted January 2016.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.

2014
Percentage of year 12 students undertaking
vocational training or trade training
Percentage of year 12 students attaining a year 12
certificate or equivalent VET qualification

2015

2016
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School Performance Comment
Miltaburra students achieved well in all standard assessments in 2016. The data has influenced our priority improvement
areas, and particularly highlights the importance of our ongoing focus on intellectual stretch to increase the number of
students achieving at higher levels.

Please Note:
“As a school that often has fewer than 20 students eligible to sit NAPLAN in each year level, small changes in the
number of our students Improvement Planning Outcomes can cause large changes in the percentages shown in the
previous graphs. This makes it more difficult to use those percentages to draw reliable conclusions about changes in
performance from year to year.”

Preschool Attendance
Year

Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

2014 Centre

83.3%

83.3%

83.3%

100.0%

2015 Centre

100.0%

100.0%

80.0%

100.0%

2016 Centre

100.0%

100.0%

85.7%

2014 State

90.0%

88.9%

86.1%

87.1%

2015 State

90.5%

88.5%

86.3%

86.3%

2016 State

89.6%

88.7%

87.7%

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term, and calculated to an average unadjusted daily attendance
(deemed attendance). Attendance percentages are based on the calculated deemed attendance (integer), divided by the number of
enrolments. Excludes pre-entry. Note: Figures have been revised for previous years, using integer deemed attendance not decimal.
Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Management and Information Systems.
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School Attendance
Year level

2014

2015

2016

Reception

91.7%

92.8%

90.9%

Year 1

93.5%

95.0%

90.4%

Year 2

92.7%

93.0%

93.1%

Year 3

96.5%

94.5%

93.6%

Year 4

98.0%

94.3%

95.9%

Year 5

95.5%

92.5%

95.7%

Year 6

97.0%

93.4%

95.0%

Year 7

93.4%

95.2%

93.0%

Year 8

90.5%

92.7%

94.0%

Year 9

93.1%

90.3%

93.8%

Year 10

86.8%

99.3%

75.2%

Total

93.6%

94.1%

92.9%

Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System, Semester 1 Attendance.
Note: A blank cell indicates there were no students enrolled.

Attendance Comment
It is pleasing to see ongoing high levels of attendance at Miltaburra. We know that attendance is critical for
success at school and as such continue to regularly follow up unexplained absences. Our target attendance
is 95% for the year.

Preschool Enrolment
Enrolment by Term
Year

Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

2014

6

6

6

7

2015

5

5

5

5

2016

6

6

7

7

Based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry. Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data
Management and Information Systems.
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Preschool Enrolment Comment

Preschool numbers remain reasonably steady, and taking into account associated program and playgroup
numbers, no significant changes are anticipated.

Behaviour Management Comment
There are no significant behaviour management issues to be reported in 2016.
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Client Opinion Summary
Our parent opinion survey in 2016 covered 4 key areas:
Quality of teaching and Learning
Relationships and Communication
Support of Learning
Leadership and Decision Making
Overall, responses were positive:
Quality of teaching and Learning - 85% strongly agree or agree
Relationships and communication - 93% strongly agree or agree
Support of Learning - 88% strongly agree or agree *
Leadership and Decision Making - 89% strongly agree or agree

* a strong message about the quality of internet service at Miltaburra was noted in the comments associated
with support of learning. We have implemented a medium term solution, and continue to work with DECD
towards a long term solution.

Staff opinion survey results were also positive overall with an average rating of 4.05 out of 5.0 across all
questions.
We continue to focus on staff satisfaction through opportunities to engage in professionally challenging tasks,
developing a committed professional community and providing opportunities for professional development.
Miltaburra students participated in the middle years developmental index survey in 2016. The results of this
survey showed good levels of engagement, happiness, belonging and optimism compared with state
averages, reflecting student connections to school, teachers and their community. The survey highlighted
perseverance as a key area to focus on, and this will be incorporated into our site improvement plan as we
focus on "pedagogical shift" including increasing student voice in the curriculum, and increasing intellectual
challenge within the curriculum.
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Intended Destination from Preschool
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name)
0734 - Ceduna Area School
1121 - Miltaburra Area School
Total

2014

2015

2016

0.0%

0.0%

7.7%

100.0%

100.0%

92.3%

100%

100%

100%

Intended Destination from School
Leave Reason

Number

%

Employment

1

7.7%

Interstate/Overseas

0

NA

Other

0

NA

Seeking Employment

1

7.7%

Tertiary/TAFE/Training

0

NA

Transfer to Non-Govt School

1

7.7%

Transfer to SA Govt School

8

61.5%

Unknown

2

15.4%

Unknown (TG - Not Found)

0

NA

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS) Data extract Term 4 2016.
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Destination Comment

DECD Relevant History Screening
To work with children and young people in SA government educational sites and services you must have a
current relevant history screening.
Some volunteers also need a current relevant history screening.
Miltaburra complies with all DECD requirements for relevant history screening.
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Teacher Qualifications and Workforce Composition
All teachers at this school are qualified and registered with the SA Teachers Registration Board.
Qualification Level

Number of Qualifications

Bachelor Degrees or Diplomas

13

Post Graduate Qualifications

3

Data Source: DECD HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 4 2016.

Please note: Staff who have more than 1 qualification will be counted more than once in the above qualification
table. Therefore the total number of staff by qualification type may be more than the total number of teaching
staff.

School workforce composition including Indigenous staff
Teaching Staff

Non-Teaching Staff

Indigenous

Non-Indigenous

Indigenous

Non-Indigenous

0.0

7.1

0.0

3.9

0

9

0

6

Full-Time Equivalents
Persons

Data Source: DECD HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 4 2016.

Financial Statement
Funding Source
Grants: State
Grants: Commonwealth

Amount
$1,463,269

-

Parent Contributions

$31,032

Fund Raising

$9,578

Other

$43,556

2016 Preschool Annual Report: Improved Outcomes Funding
Improved Outcomes Category
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2016 funding was used to improve the relevant DECD Standard of Educational
Achievement * outcomes (where applicable):

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these
outcomes:

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy

Funding contributed to the inclusion of preschool staff with numeracy professional development
opportunities through the mathematician in residence program. This portion of the project
focused on the links between preschool numeracy indicators and Australian Curriculum F-2
mathematics achievement standards. Staff across these year levels were supported to develop
whole school planning approaches.

This project developed whole school
agreements and enabled collaborative
planning to link numeracy teaching
between preschool and foundation.

Improved ECD and Parenting Outcomes
(Children's Centres only)

N/A
Improved outcomes for children with disabilities

N/A
Improved outcomes for children with additional
language or dialect

* The DECD Standard of Educational Achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.

2016 School Annual Report: Tier 2 Funding Report*
Tier 2 Funding
Section

Tier 2 Category (where applicable
to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2016 funding was used to improve the relevant Outcomes achieved or progress
Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) outcomes
towards these outcomes

Improved Behaviour Management and N/A
Engagement
Targeted Funding for
Individual Students

Improved Outcomes for Students with N/A
an Additional Language or Dialect
Improved Outcomes for Students with N/A
Disabilities
Improved Outcomes for
- Rural & Isolated Students
- Aboriginal Students
- Numeracy and Literacy

Targeted Funding for
Groups of Students

Program Funding for
all Students

Other Discretionary
Funding

First Language Maintenance &
Development
Students taking Alternative Pathways
Students with Learning Difficulties
Grant
Australian Curriculum

Contributes towards experiential and active learning programs to minimise
geographic disadvantage
Contributes to 1:1 learning and support opportunities for all students in literacy
and numeracy

Funding supported the implementation of Australian Curriculum subjects as well
as professional development to support deeper understanding of achievement
standards

Aboriginal Languages Programs
Initiatives

N/A

Better Schools Funding

Used to provide a 1:1 intervention program based on targeted student needs

Specialist School Reporting (as
required)

N/A

Improved Outcomes for Gifted
Students

N/A

Primary School Counsellor (if
applicable)

N/A

*Tier 2 funding provides additional resources to support students who are unlikely to obtain the desired outcomes without further support.

